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The Heath and Liverpool JM University

join forces to launch city Business Hub 
SOG Ltd, owners and operators of The Heath Business and Technical Park in Runcorn and Liverpool John Moores University (LJMU) have joined forces to create a unique business lounge in the heart of Liverpool’s commercial district.

‘The Business Hub’ provides an ‘office away from the office’ and a gateway to a wealth of expertise and resources from two of the region’s leading organisations. 

The lounge, situated in Hatton Garden, Liverpool, will benefit existing businesses wanting a base in Liverpool city centre, ambitious firms hoping to capitalise on the world class support available from LJMU and The Heath, and fledgling companies on the verge of launching into the commercial world.

As well as offering a comfortable working environment and all the facilities needed to be productive throughout the working day, The Business Hub makes available the space, services and skills of two leading organisations, both renowned for their commercial awareness and for successfully supporting businesses to achieve their goals. 

LJMU’s Business Development Centre offers a range of commercial services designed to help organisations of all sizes and at all stages of development achieve their business goals.  By basing an LJMU Business Advisor at the new facility one day a week, these services will become even more accessible to the Merseyside business community.

A range of membership options is available, affording businesses the flexibility to select a package which best addresses their needs and priorities.  Packages include full office support facilities, business advice, discounted meeting rooms, access to networking events and a range of high quality business consultancy.

Membership is open to businesses from as little as £750 p.a. and will be available from January 2009.

Dr Peter Cook, SOG Managing Director at The Heath, said: “Merseyside is already at the cutting edge of science and business and by forging this new link with Liverpool John Moores University, we hope to promote business success and innovation in the region even more.

“It is an ideal marriage. By giving organisations access to both business and academic expertise we are providing the best of both worlds. At The Heath, we have a wealth of experience in promoting successful businesses. After only eight years, we now rate as one of the UK’s largest independent business parks, providing a base and support for nearly 200 thriving companies. It is a formula which I know is going to be a success in Liverpool City Centre and we are looking forward to working with the university to promote business growth in the region.”

Professor Michael Brown, Vice Chancellor and Chief Executive of the University, said:  

“Given the current economic climate, it is even more vital that Merseyside businesses receive expert support in order to beat the recession. By combining the expertise of one of Europe’s largest and most successful business parks with LJMU’s strengths in research, consultancy and strategic management, we will be able to offer a comprehensive range of business services unrivalled anywhere else in Liverpool.”

Organisations wanting more information about the new “Business Hub” at Hatton Garden, Liverpool, L3 2HA are invited to contact the Hub Manager, Mr Shiv Emmimath, on 0151 227 5107 or consult the website www.thehubliverpool.co.uk.
About The Heath

The Heath Business and Technical Park in Runcorn is a phenomenal regeneration success story. Formed in 2000, its owner and operator, SOG Ltd, has transformed an ailing ICI chemicals headquarters site into a thriving independent business park.

Remarkably achieved without any public finance, The Heath now provides office and laboratory accommodation for more than 185 individual organisations, ranging from forensic science and IT specialists to website designers and government agencies. Over 1,900 people are employed at the site – more than in the heydays of ICI.

Residents have been attracted by first-class transport links and the 60-acre park’s impressive range of facilities including meeting rooms, restaurant, gym, shops and a purpose-built conference centre, incorporating a 120-seat lecture theatre. Companies can also buy in laboratory support services such as scientific glass blowing and precision engineering and the flexible licence arrangements mean they select and pay for only the services they require.

In recognition of SOG’s achievements, the company has been rewarded with several high-profile business awards and visits from many leading industrial and political figures, including former Prime Minister Tony Blair who encouraged SOG to replicate this regeneration model at other sites across the UK. A new Fusion initiative has been created to do just that. 

For further information on The Heath, telephone 01928 515988 or visit www.theheath.com
About Liverpool John Moores University

Liverpool John Moores University is proud to be one of the top Universities in the country for working with businesses and the community.(Higher Education Business & Community Interaction Survey 2006/07)

LJMU is the first and only university in Europe to win a business excellence award under the EFQM framework. LJMU received the UK Excellence Award from the British Quality Foundation in October 2008 in recognition of its outstanding performance and competitive business positioning. Prior to this award, the University achieved the 'Investors in Excellence' standard in 2006 and was one of only a few universities to be highlighted in the Lambert Report (2005) for its successful interaction with the commercial sector.
As well as having a world-class reputation for academic and research excellence, LJMU is tuned in to the needs of industry and is skilled at using its expertise, resources and facilities for the benefit of business.

Businesses can capitalise on:

· 2,500 staff, all experts in their fields, with skills and experience relevant to you and your business 
· a dedicated team of professionals able to assess your business needs and custom-design programmes to meet them 

· cutting-edge technology and state-of-the-art facilities, many unique in the UK 

· ground breaking research capability 

· the confidence of knowing that we have a proven track-record in contributing to the success of a wide range of businesses in the private, public and not-for-profit sectors
LJMU offers:

· consultancy: specialist support on your terms, custom-designed to meet your requirements. 

· research: LJMU is the top University in the North West (and one of the top 20 in the UK) for the impact of its research

· training and continuing professional development: select from our wide range and style of courses or let us create a bespoke course to meet your needs 

· facilitation and learning: The Automatic, LJMU’s innovation lab, is like no other facilitation and learning environment, combining unique technology with creative facilitation approaches

· knowledge transfer partnerships: access the resources and expertise of LJMU in order to tackle a business improvement project that is beyond your organisation’s current skill set.

· innovation: we have a wealth of expertise and experience around Intellectual Property protection and commercialisation, business start-ups, grants and funding and industrial/professional networks.

· tomorrow’s workforce: you can contribute to and benefit from one of the most progressive student/graduate experiences available in the UK.

For more information, contact LJMU’s Business Development Centre on: 0500 876 543
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